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Meeting Called to Order at 7:30 
 

This meeting is held in accordance with the open Public Meeting Act, NJSA, 10:4-1 et seq./ 

Annual notice having been forwarded to the New Jersey Herald / New Jersey Sunday Herald and 

posted on the bulletin board maintained in the Municipal Building for public announcements. 
 

Salute to the Flag 
 

Roll Call  
Present:  Pat Hoferkamp, Jule Girman, Jerry Scanlan, Georgia Schilling, 
Richard Schindelar, Elide Young, John Young 

                 Not Present:  Bradley Hoferkamp, Joel Servoss 
 

Open to Public-   Items on agenda.    
 

Michael (did not give full name), a member of the public, was present.  He 
stated that he had nothing to ask at this time.     

  
 

Approval of Minutes of last meeting:  June 25th, 2014 – Pat Hoferkamp moved to accept, 
Georgia Schilling seconded the motion and all were in favor.   

 
New Business:  

Mail – Letter from DEP in regards to lowering “ground-level ozone” (smog) usually 
a summertime phenomenon.  (Primarily resulting from the burning of fossil fuels)  
The purpose of the letter is to raise the awareness of town government to simple 
operational changes that would help.  However it is also a reminder that we have 
looked at this issue before and raises the question whether there is anything we can 
do to educate the public, specifically on anti-idling. 
 
Discussion:  Jule looked on the EPA site for NJ Highlands to check current levels of 
ozone, which were Good, dropping to Moderate as temperatures increased.  Georgia 
stated the problem with smog is greater in eastern NJ than in the northwestern part 
of the state.   Rich stated there is a state no-idling rule and raised the question of 
whether Hopatcong should be enforcing it?  Pat reminded that we have had this 
discussion in the past with Cheryl and it is an action on Sustainable Jersey.  Georgia 
stated we could inform the public about no idling in the town Recycling Newsletter 
and Rich suggested the town website.  People could be reminded how it saves 
money on gasoline and extends the life of their automobile engine.   Informational 
signs could be posted at Town Hall, convenience stores, etc.  The signs could be 
sponsored by the Hopatcong Environmental Commission.  Also, Rich suggested we 
write a short, catchy article for the Musconetcong News and the Lake Hopatcong 
News to educate the public. 



      Hopatcong Environmental Commission 
Minutes – August 27, 2014 

 
 

2 of 3  9/30/2014 

Update on new town website.  Jule was asked to check out the test site to make sure 
everything is accurate and has been transferred correctly – also test all links to be 
sure they work.  It appeared that minutes and agenda were missing, but Elide noted 
they are there but in another location on the site.  Necessary corrections have been 
made. 
 
Farewell to Snake-in-the-Lake?  Georgia stated she feels it is a hoax, although some 
people claim to have seen it.  Jerry noted that it has its own Facebook page and Rich 
stated that if it is a boa or anaconda it could possibly survive the winter in one of the 
settling basins around the lake.  However, he thought it probably is a large water 
snake.  John Young stated that the snake was last reported in the vicinity of Liffy 
Island. 

 
Old Business: 

I. Administrative   

• Treasurer Report– Georgia S.   After expenditures for memberships in ANJEC and 
Musconetcong Watershed Assoc, the LHF Block Party, EC T-shirts, and purchase of recycle 
bags for LHF Block Party and Hopatcong Days, we have a balance of $134. 

 
 

II. Outreach & Education 
 

Invasive Weed Education and Control 

Completion Date:  Ongoing 
Status:   Jule stated the Japanese Knotweed is in full bloom now and does not appear to be as 

pervasive in Hopatcong as originally thought, however it is very bad in Mt Arlington and 
Roxbury.  Wherever there are plots being cleared or excavation being done, care must be 
taken to dispose of the Japanese Knotweed brush so it does not spread. 

Hopatcong Days 

Completion Date:  July 12th (Raindate of July 19th) 
Booth was very successful.   Excellent response regarding invasive weed display.  This and 
storm water management good again for next year.  The game wheel from ANJEC works 
well with the youngsters. 

 

MWA Water Testing  

Owner:   Jule G 
Completion Date:   Ongoing 
Status:   July 27th water testing went well with just 2 people (Jule & Stu) handling it by themselves 

for the first time.  Georgia stated that Lake Hopatcong water level is low, largely due to 
lack of rain since annual drawdown will not start until Nov.  

 

Participate in the Sustainable Jersey program with the goal of being Bronze Certified 

Owner:   
Completion Date:  TBD – Bronze Status 
Status:                                 We need to have a meeting with Mayor and Administrator to build enthusiasm and 
determine where we are before we can move forward.  This would be best as a Fall/Winter project.   Website can be 
found at: http://www.sustainablejersey.com/.   All agreed the site is very difficult to use. 
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   Beautification Project:  Welcome to Hopatcong Signs 
 Owner:   All members 
 Completion Date:   TBD 

Status:   Roxbury is getting good press on their “Adopt-a-Spot” project and it closely parallels what 
we would like to do with Hopatcong’s six “welcome” sign locations.  A major problem for 
any landscaping project will be the maintenance unless we can get local landscapers 
involved.  John Young states our signs and any landscaping will take a beating from the 
snow plows.  It was agreed the sites would provide free advertising for the landscape 
companies and locations would be assigned through a lottery system (maybe rotate location 
assignments on an annual basis, since some locations will be more desirable than others.  
We could call the project “Sponsor a Sign” or “Adopt a Sign”.  The main objective is to 
make entrances to our town more attractive .  It would not have to be limited to 
landscapers.  Septic companies, excavating contractors, or other businesses may also want 
to get involved for the advertising.  Next steps will be to write up and agree on a plan, 
develop list of contractors, then solicit participants (develop and send letter outlining 
project.) 

 

Engage Schools in environmental outreach 

Owner:     Elide volunteered to make contact with school. 
Completion Date:  Ongoing 
Status:  It was agreed that any activity has to be aligned with BOE policy.  Current emphasis is  

largely on State Core Content standards.  Potential projects for community service 
requirement: are:  Remove invasive weeds on school and town property. adopt a section of 
town or a street to keep clean of litter (Clean Communities), volunteer to educate peer 
groups at High School with pamphlets on littering., assist in marking and cleaning storm 
drains.  

  Discussed email from from Leslie Fogarty regarding a company from PA that performs 
environmental magic shows in schools.  It’s called The Illusion Maker’s “Do You Believe 
in Magic” program and it is directed to grades K-2, 3-5 & 6-8.  Need to find out cost, who 
would fund, and if Hopatcong schools would be interested.  Website claims programs 
approved for Clean Communities, recycling and storm water grants.  Get information for 
next EC mtg.  

Site Plan Review 

• Land Use Board – Richard S:  Riverstyx plan is moving forward. There was a short discussion 
of the plan to control runoff into Riverstyx Cove and Crescent Cove. 

 
Land Use Planning 
• Open Space/trails –  Elide Y. stated there was a meeting but she was not notified and did not 

attend.  There are no Open Space funds available at this time. 
• Deer Task Force – John Y. had to leave, but Georgia & Jule, who had attended the recent 

meeting of the task force, reported the possible extension of hunting season for our Zone 6 to 
include the month of Dec for 2014.  This extension is currently not scheduled to start till 2015.  

 

Open to the Public – Any topic:      
Closed to the Public 
 
Adjournment:   Pat moved to adjourn; Elide seconded, all agreed.   Mtg adjourned 8:30 pm 
 
          Next Meeting – Sept 24th, 2014 


